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Carter Caves State Park has some of the best hiking trails in Kentucky’s state park system. 
Beautiful vistas, waterfalls, plantings and spectacular natural bridge geology. Plus, it is only 2 
hours east of Louisville on I-64, with a short 5 mile drive off the interstate.  Here are some 
photos from our recent hike there. 

Trails we hiked. 
These took about 3 
hours or so total. 

Left: Fern Bridge  
 
Below: Raven Bridge 
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Left: the  trails are well marked 
and there are periodic signs to 
offer directions. 

Below: Smoky Bridge is awesome! 
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Above: Raven Bridge 
 
Upper right: the geologic formations are  
fascinating 
 
Right and below: Breath-taking scenery around 
every turn! Carter Caves, while known for its  
underground caves, I think is better for its above 
ground sights! 
 
And, of course, no one can visit a Kentucky state 
park without stopping at the lodge for the lunch 
buffet before departing! :-) 


